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ZIONISM (1902)

THE NEW ZIONI1SM, which has been called political, differs from

the old, religious, messianic variety in that it disavows all mysticism, -
no longer identifies itself with messianism, and does not expect the
return to Palestine to be brought about by a miracle, but desires to

prepare the way by its own efforts.

The new Zionism has grown only in part out of the inner impulses
of Judaism itself, out of the enthusiasm of modern educated Jews for
their history and martyrology, out of an awakened pride in their racial
qualities, out of ambition to save the ancient people for a long, long
future and to add new great deeds of posterity to those of their ances.
tors. 3

For the rest, Zionism is the result of two impulses which came from
without: first, the principle of nationality, which dominated thought
and sentiment in Europe for half a century and determined the pol;-
tics of the world; second, anti-Semitism, from which the Jews of all
countries suffer to some degree.

The principle of nationality has awakened a sense of their own
identity in all the peoples; it has taught them to regard their unique
qualities as values and has given them a passionate desire for independ-
ence. It could not, therefore, pass by the educated Jews without leaving

some trace. It induced them to remember who and what they are, to
feel themselves a people once again, and to demand a normal national
destiny for themselves. The principle of nationality has, in its exagger- -
ations, led to excesses. It has erred into chauvinism, stooped to idiotic
hatred of the foreigner, and sunk to grotesque self-worship. Jewish na- -
tionalism is safe from the caricature of itself. The Jewish nationalist
does not suffer from egotism; he feels, on the contrary, that he must
make tireless efforts to render the name Jew a title of honor. He mod-
estly recognizes the good qualities of other nations and diligently seeks
to make them his own, in so far as they can be blended in with his -
natural capacities. He knows what terrible harm centuries of slavery or
disability have done to his originally proud and upright character and
he seeks to cure himself by means of intense self-discipline.

- Anti-Semitism has also taught many educated Jews the way back to
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. their people. It has had the effect of a sharp trial which th; wea:l; 22:-
; :,ot‘stand’ but from which the strong em:}rlge ;t.roqger anu:r;ogestme
i t is incorrect to say that Zionism is bu .

et e e jion against anti-Semitism. It is true
' ‘ f desperation against ant: :
of truculence or an act o R ot o
i iti has moved some educated | , r
that anti-Semitism alone has At gl
i i and that they would agai :
their lot with Jewry once again, e o B B
ei isti trymen would but rec :
their Christian fellow coun e i Yy
i . But, in the case of most Zionists, ¢ _ :
Ifsr:nnidtgmw;);s only to force them to reflect upon tlhgnr }:elatltonshlpc IT
: nati ir reflection has led them to conciu-
he nations of the world, and thqu rel : o, cont
:hic;eri: which would endure in their minds and hearts if anti-Semitism

were to disappear completely.

E ONE POINT which excludes, probably'for-ever, the possibility
f)fH uhderstanding between Zionist and non-Zloms:1 {)eevirs 128 t?lfa?l:]:else-
i i ionali hoever maintains an iev .
tion of Jewish nationality. W e D camot Join o
are not a nation can indeed not be‘a ionist; ann '
;::ement which has as its sole purpose tll)le desu]e to 159:;13:1z;1 2 Evelfo
> ivi i ' condi .
le which is living and suffering under abnorma ! e who
is convi he Jews are a people must n
is convinced to the contrary that t T B try cam save
ily become Zionist, as only the return to their ow g
:zgl}iev:;h nation which is everywhere hatedt persecuted, and op
hysical and intellectual destruction. _
Pn;\s/;:g; flrgvr;ls Pm}ll)ecially in the West, have (:()mplt=,']§elbyl brokendv(;rltsl;
daism in their hear d they will probably soon do
udaism in their heart of hearts, an 1 the o
nly; i k away, their children or grandchildr _
. openly; if they do not brea ilds e s,
g " i letely assimilated among
& These people desire to be comp ' e o
- ; | ly resent it when other
- [ tian - fellow countrymen. They deeply . y other &
b i d desire to bring about an
laim that we are a people apart an ' ‘
E:?e(;ulivocal separation between us and the o;he:lr1 nanns.t I;I;hye;rr ég;::;’
: i i f their birth, where
and constant fear is that in the land o here
citizer fear that this is all the more
- itizens, they may be called strangers. They fea _
4 ﬁllzgy to hagpen};f a large section of the Jewish pef;ple opflr;:z ci:Illaltr}I::
g i A in i ill worse, if-anyw
; hts as an independent nation, and, sti 3
' 3%1'1(81 : political End intellectual center of ]e'wry should r_eally be cre-
ated, in which millions of Jews would be qnltf:d as a nation. .
,7 Al’l these feelings on the part of assimilationist Jews are understﬁn -
= able. From their standpoint they are justified. The ]'eyvs, however, a;:/e
¢ no right to expect that Zionism should commit suicide for th;u sake.
2 ' The Jews who are happy and contented in the lands‘(?f their birth,
and who indignantly reject the suggestion of abandoning them, are
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about one-sixth of the Jewish-people, say two million out of twel
The other five-sixths, or ten million, have every reason for bei.n_g
foundly unhappy in the countries where they live. These ten millj
cannot be called upon to submit forever, and without resistance,
their slavery, and to renounce every effort for redemption from th
misery, merely in order not to disturb the comfort of two millje
happy and contented Jews. - %
The Zionists ar€, moreover, firmly convinced that the misgivings
the assimilationist Jews are unfounded, The reassem
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't: m which lowers the morals of the community f:verywherl:i attlﬁ
lc:;s ;he very worst instincts, of its victim. They w_tsh tf) gaa : -
i i in -

. days reproached with be:pg parasites, )

§ Comiuom ire to imrigate with their sweat
s tive people. They desire to imriga vea
c“mbliiﬁr:v?&c theirP haxP;ds a country that is today a dpsert, ‘;lnttlli it
d‘nt"')];)eCOmes the blooming garden it once was. ZlO;llsm.Vq'Ill' ti :;

¥ isti es, civiliza

: ha ews and the Chnstlar_l peoples,
gﬂ'&‘agzészcrzi(t)l::yugf ﬂ'Il): zv{)rld. The services which 11t1 ca:xhregﬁe{s?igg
; ' justify its hope that the Chri

i ! : :ches: der are great enough to justify i ot

g of the o ' erll;s :g;er\:,ﬂl apprgerciate them and support the movement with its

vé sympathy.

evel

that the anti-Semites will st throw the scomnful and perfidious cry
“Stranger!” in their faces. But the real Christians among their fello
thoughts and emotions are guided by

lions of physically degenerate proletarians, without trade or profession,
into farmers and herdsmen; to bring town-bred hucksters and trades-






